THE WILL                265

question is : " Why do I choose? " When we analyse the
choice, we see that it is determined by motive, and the
determinist argues : " Your muscles can uphold or drop the
weight, but if there is a valuable and fragile article under-
neath, you will not choose to drop it. That which determines
your choice not to drop it is the presence of that fragile
object. Your choice is determined by motives, and the
strongest motive directs it." The question is not: " Am I
free to act ? " but: " Am 1 free to will ? " And we see
clearly that the Will is determined by the strongest motive,
and that, so far as that goes, the determinist is right.

In truth, this fact that the Will is determined by the
strongest motive is the basis of all organized society, of all
law, of all penalty, of ali responsibility, of all education. The
man whose will is not thus determined is irresponsible, in-
sane. He is a creature who cannot be appealed to, cannot
be reasoned with, cannot be relied on, a person without
reason, logic, or memory, without the attributes we regard
as human. In law, a man is regarded as irresponsible when
no motive sways him, when no ordinary reasons affect him ;

he is insane, and is not amenable to legal penalties. A Will
which is an energy pointing in any direction, pushing to action
without motive, without reason, without sense, might per-
haps be called "free", but this is not what is meant by
"freedom of the Will". That Will is determined by the
strongest motive must be taken for granted in any sane
discussion of the freedom of the Will.

What then is meant by the freedom of the Will ? It can
be but a conditioned, a relative, freedom at most, for the
separated Self is a part of a whole, and the whole must be